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Property Background

• Property acquired with support 
from Kreielsheimer Foundation
• 11,000 SF site – Housing
• 6,022 SF site – Open Space

• Ordinance 125406 (Sept 2017) 
authorized agreements for 
cooperative development of the 
“K Block” between the City and 
the adjacent developer
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Seattle Office of Housing

The Seattle Office of Housing builds strong 
healthy communities and increases 
opportunities for people of all income 
levels to live in our city.

• 35 years of investments in affordable 
housing throughout the city to serve 
low-wage workers and their families, 
seniors, and people with disabilities

• Commitment to affirmatively furthering 
fair housing

• Partner in helping solve the 
homelessness crisis

• Deploying new strategies across the city 
to increase housing affordability
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What is Affordable Housing?

Housing is considered affordable if it costs no more than 30% of household income. 

Quality and Sustainability: City-funded housing meets the statewide Evergreen Sustainable 
Development Standard, and is built for long-term sustainability.

Long-term Affordability: City-funded housing remains affordable for at least 50 years. 
Buildings are owned and managed by community partners, with long-term oversight provided 
by the Seattle Office of Housing.

Affordable Rental Housing typically serves households 
earning up to 60% of area median income ($46,080 for 
a 2-person household), which includes child care 
workers and people living on social security.

Stability for Vulnerable Populations:  Affordable housing 
provides a foundation for vulnerable populations to 
thrive, including formerly homeless individuals and 
families, people at risk of displacement from Seattle, 
seniors and people with disabilities.
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Examples of Affordable Housing
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Examples of Affordable Housing
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Examples of Affordable Housing
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Examples of Affordable Housing
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Affordable Housing Opportunity at K Site

• Rare land availability in Uptown/Queen Anne
• Capacity for ~70-100 units, together with 

ground floor cultural spaces
• Pre-development work completed

SM-85 Massing, GGLO
OH-Funded Rental Projects
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Recent Council Actions

• Uptown Rezone, Oct. 2017
• Resolution 31772 requested 

jurisdictional transfer to OH, 
and requested OH and the 
Office of Arts and Culture to 
work with the Uptown Arts & 
Culture Coalition

• Resolution 31770, Sept. 2017, amended the City’s 
disposition procedures in order to expedite the disposition 
of properties for affordable housing development
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Request for Interest/Request for 
Proposals (RFI/RFP) Process

Two step process for soliciting development 
proposals: 
(1) Request for Interest (RFI) will invite interest in 

the project, identify questions and information 
needed by potential applicants, and create 
opportunities for matchmaking between housing 
and arts and cultural organizations. 

(2) Request for Proposals (RFP) will solicit 
development proposals from qualified 
developers in a competitive process, and award 
capital funding from the City of Seattle.
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RFI/RFP Contents

The RFI/RFP will:
• Require proposals to include 100% affordable units
• Indicate a preference for projects serving homeless 

households (with flexibility to serve additional 
populations)

• Align with Uptown Arts and Culture District designation by 
including a requirement for ground floor cultural space

• Pilot application of City’s Community Workforce 
Agreement (CWA)

• Make City funding available:
 Office of Housing will include capital funding for development 

of affordable rental housing.
 Office of Arts & Culture’s Cultural Facilities Fund will dedicate 

funding to support cultural space elements in the project.
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Community Workforce Agreement (CWA)
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• CWA is an agreement between the City of Seattle and 
labor unions for the purpose of furthering social equity, 
workforce diversity, development of local workers for 
construction careers, and timely completion of projects 
without delay.

• CWA projects identify goals to include workers from 
economically distressed zipcodes, women, people of 
color and apprentices. 

• This project would pilot application of the CWA to an 
affordable housing development.
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Estimated Project Timeline

March

March-April

May-August

TBD

• Neighbor notification
• Meetings with community groups:

• Next Meeting: Arts and Culture 
Workshop, March 21st at 4-6:30pm, 
Cornish Playhouse

• RFI process
• RFP process/Evaluation committee 

recommendation

• Return to Council with legislation to 
dispose of the property
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QUESTIONS?
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